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This Guide explains how much and who to tip for services in Portugal. Use it as a 

guideline to tipping etiquette. How much you tip or not is ultimately at your discretion. 
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HOTEL SERVICES (Not including restaurants and bars) 

Porter – 1 Euro per bag but no more than 5 Euros in total. 

Doorman – If a doorman assists you with your baggage or hails a taxi for you, tip 1 

Euro. 

Restroom Attendants (sometimes found in upscale restaurants or hotels) – No more 

than 0.50 Euro. 

Housekeeping – For hotels 3 stars and under, 1 Euro per night. For 4 and 5 star hotels, 

2-3 Euros per night. We usually leave the tip on the bedside stand. Hint: If you want 

exceptional housekeeping service, leaving a tip daily instead of at the end of your stay 

might help. 

Concierge – Tip 1-2 Euros if they provide information such as suggestions for 

restaurants, shopping, or visitor attractions. If the concierge makes dinner reservations 

for you, sets up a tour for you, books a concert or special event for you, or if you feel 

they provided an exceptional type of service, tip 5-10 Euros. 

 

GROCERY AND OTHER DELIVERIES 

Grocery store, laundry, or pharmacy deliveries – No tip is required. 

Take-away food deliveries – If we order take-away from a restaurant or from Uber 

Eats, we include a 10%-15% tip in the order for the driver, especially if the driver has 

travel from a longer distance than just a couple of miles. This is a personal choice and 

not an expectation. 

RESTAURANTS & CAFES 

 

Inexpensive cafés, sidewalk kiosks and pastelarias - Although many Portuguese do 

not leave tips in these establishments, if you want to tip, just round your bill up to the 

next whole Euro and leave the difference. If the service was exceptional, add an extra 

Euro. 



Mid-priced and upscale restaurants – assuming a serviço (service charge) is not 

included (sometimes found in upscale or tourist area establishments - check your bill 

first), a 5% - 10% tip is appreciated, with 10% left for exceptional service. 

 

BARTENDERS 

Tipping a bartender is not customary or expected in Portugal. But, if you’ve asked for a 

specialty cocktail or suggestions for the type of wine you’d like, round your bill up to the 

next whole Euro and leave the difference. If the service was exceptional, round up to 

10% of the final bill. 

 

TAXI DRIVERS 

 

Tipping taxi drivers is not expected in Portugal. Drivers may charge a small fee for 
handling luggage, and you may be asked to pay any tolls, but this is standard practice 
and not an attempt to exploit you for extra money. If you’ve received good service and 
want to leave a tip, round up the total fare to the next 5 Euros, or just add 10% to the 
fare. 

 

AIRPORT SHUTTLE DRIVERS 

Tipping airport shuttle drivers is not customary in Portugal, but if the driver assists you 

with your luggage, tip 1 Euro per bag. 

 

 

 



TOUR GUIDES 

Since tour guides are working with tourists – many of whom are accustomed to the 

culture of tipping - a gratuity, although not required, is somewhat expected. 

For paid tours, it is customary to leave 5-10 Euros per person for a half-day tour and 10-

15 Euros per person for a full-day tour. 

If your tour was free, tip the guide at least 10 Euros per person, since this is how the 

tour guide is paid.  

Of course, if your guide provided exceptional service, was informative, knowledgeable, 

took you to some special spots, or was entertaining, tip more if you’d like. 

 

HAIR STYLISTS, BARBERS, AND SALON SERVICES 

 

It is not necessary to tip a hair stylist or barber, but if they’ve provided good service and 

you’re pleased with the outcome, a tip between 5% - 10% of the final bill would be 

appreciated.  

For other salon services such as spa services, facials, manicures and pedicures a tip is 

not expected, but if you receive exceptional service a tip of up to 10% of the final bill 

would be appreciated. 

 

Final thoughts… 

When tipping, use Euros. Currencies from other countries are not accepted.  

If you need change, the hotel desk should be able to make small change for you. 



Unless you’re at a hotel or an upscale restaurant, most establishments do not have a 

line on the bill to add a gratuity. So if you’re paying your bill by credit or debit card, leave 

a tip in Euros for your server whenever you can. 

If you leave a tip using a credit or debit card, your server may not receive it. Whenever 

possible, pay your server with cash. 

When tipping in small local cafés, it is often customary for the owner of the 

establishment to keep the tips (we’ve seen this happen ourselves at a café in Estoril). If 

you want to tip a server, do so by handing them a tip directly and as discreetly as 

possible. 

Many small restaurants and cafes, even in tourist areas, may only accept cash and not 

credit or debit cards in their establishments. If this is a concern, be sure to ask before 

you’re seated. 

 

 

 

If you liked this post, consider subscribing to Our Portugal Journey! 
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